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not in any way coordinated with candidates or political parties that expressly advocate the 
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate.  Independent expenditures include, for 
example, candidate endorsements, voter guides that indicate who the “better” candidate is on 
the issues, and ads urging people to vote for a specific candidate.  
 
Must the organization disclose my name to the public? 
 
It depends.  Tax law requires 501(c)(4) organizations to identify donors who have given 
$5000 or more during the year to the IRS on Schedule B of Form 990 (as must 501(c)(3) 
public charities).  However, organizations can redact the names and addresses (and possibly 
other identifying information) of contributors when making Form 990 available for public 
inspection.  Generally, though, if the 501(c)(4) solicited the funds for the purpose of making 
an independent expenditure to support or oppose a candidate for President, US Senate or 
the US House of Representatives, it must disclose your contribution on reports filed with the 
Federal Election Commission.  Most election lawyers believe these rules do not apply to 
funds contributed for general support.   
 
If the 501(c)(4) is raising money to support or oppose candidates for state elective office or 
state ballot measures, whether the 501(c)(4) must disclose your donation will depend upon 
that state’s election law.  Some states require the disclosure of a 501(c)(4)’s donors if the 
funds are used to support candidate and/or ballot measure activity.  
 
Can a foundation give to a 501(c)(4)? 
 
Yes, a foundation may make a grant to a 501(c)(4), subject to certain limitations.  
 
Public foundations, such as community foundations, may make grants to a 501(c)(4) for 
educational and lobbying activities—any activity in which the public foundation could engage 
itself.  The grant funds cannot be used for supporting or opposing candidates.  In addition, 
unless the grant specifies otherwise, the grant will count against the public foundation’s 
grassroots lobbying limit.  AFJ has a sample grant agreement to a 501(c)(4) organization on 
our website. 
 
Private foundations may make grants to 501(c)(4) organizations (or other non-public 
charities) as long as the grant is for charitable purposes.  Charitable purposes include any 
permissible 501(c)(3) public charity activity, except lobbying and voter registration.  Although 
a private foundation can fund a 501(c)(3) organization for lobbying and voter registration 
activity, subject to specific rules, it is prohibited from funding a 501(c)(4) for these activities.  
The private foundation must follow very specific due diligence, oversight, and reporting 
requirements (called expenditure responsibility) over a grant to a non-public charity.  For 
more information on these rules, view our fact sheet on expenditure responsibility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Is my dona
 
At this time
to the gift ta
enforceme
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The informatio
as part of an a
tailored to you
imposed unde
topics, offers e
nonprofits eng
 
 
 
11 Dupont Cir
Washington, D
Phone: 202-8
Fax: 202-822-
 

ation subje

e, no.  While
ax, it is not 
nt actions w

on contained in
attorney-client r
ur specific circu
er the Internal 
educational wo
aging in advoc

rcle, N.W., 2nd

D.C. 20036 
22-6070  
-6068  

ect to the g

e the IRS re
making an

will occur o

n this fact shee
relationship.  T
umstances, and

Revenue Cod
rkshops on the

cacy.  For addit

 Floor  

gift tax? 

eviews whe
y efforts to 
nly after pu

et and any atta
he information 
d may not be r
de.  Alliance fo
e laws governin
tional informatio

www.a
ad

8

ether contri
enforce the

ublic notice 

chments is bei
is not a substi

relied upon for 
or Justice publ
ng the advocac
on, please feel

 
 
 
 

allianceforjust
dvocacy@afj.o
866-NPLOBBY

butions to 5
e tax curren
has been g

ing provided fo
itute for expert 
r the purposes 
lishes plain-lan
cy of nonprofits
l free to contac

ice.org 
org 
Y

501(c)(4)s s
ntly.  Any p
given.   

or informationa
legal, tax, or o
of avoiding an

nguage guides
s, and provides
ct Alliance for J

1611 Tele

should be s
potential 

al purposes on
other professio
ny penalties tha
s on nonprofit 
s technical assi
Justice.  

egraph Ave., S
Oakland, C

Phone: 510-
Fax: 510-

subject 

ly and not 
nal advice 
at may be 
advocacy 
stance for 

 
 
 

Suite 1006 
CA 94612 
444-6070 
444-6078 


