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Californians for Fair and Independent Judges

Via Fax (202) 228-2258

June 5, 2007

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
The United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Californians for Fair and Independent Judges strongly opposes the
nomination of Leslie Southwick to the Fifth Circuit. We are deeply troubled
by aspects of his record that raise serious concerns regarding his
commitment to civil and human rights and protecting the rights of warkers
and consumers. Judge Southwick’s position in joining the 5-4 ruling in
Richmond v. Mississippi Dep't of Human Services, excusing a supervisor
who referred to an African American co-worker as a “good ole n*****” is
deeply disquieting, as is his genuine reluctance to distance himself from
this ruling at his recent Senate Judiciary Committee hearing. His record of
denying defense assertions that African-Americans are routinely stricken
from juries as a result of racial discrimination, while upholding assertions
by prosecutors that defendants improperly sought to strike white jurors
adds further to our concerns that he lacks the necessary commitment to
equal application of civil rights laws necessary to sit on the Fifth Circuit,
with its long history of civil ights dockets.

Equally troubling is his position in S.B. v. L.W., a family law case in which
he joined in a strikingly gratuitously homophobic concurrence, taking the
position — later held contrary to Mississippi law by the Mississippi Supreme
Court- that a lesbian mother's sexual orientation alone was a legitimate
reason to deny her custody of her children. Yet again, in the recent
Judiciary Committee hearing, Judge Southwick stoad by the faulty
reasoning in the concurrence and only with the greatest reluctance, after
extensive questioning, did he attempt unsuccessfully to address concems
that he might regard sexual orientation as a “lifestyle choice” that would
effect his future rulings. Additionally, his record of favoring business and
insurance interests over the interests of employees and individuals, as he
did in 160 out of 180 published cases, argues strongly against his
confirmation.

Californians for Fair and Independent Judges is a statewide coalition
of organizations which support a fair and balanced judicial
nominating process and oppose an extreme right-wing federal bench
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