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June 1. 2007

Members
United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary
Washington, DC 20510

via fax
RE: NAACP OPPOSITION TO THE NOMINATION OF LE:SLEY
SOUTHWICK TO THE 5TH CIRCUIT U.S. COURT OF APPEALS

Dear Senator;

On behalf of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), our nation's oldest, largest and most widely-recognized grassroots civil
rights organization, I am writing to let you know of our organization's firm
opposition to the nomination of Lesley Southwick to the US Court of Appeals for
the 5th Circuit. Our opposition comes after a careful and thorough review of
Judge Southwick's record, and our resulting dismay with his record on civil rights.
Our opposition to his nomination is amplified by the fact that the 5th Circuit, which
covers Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas has the highest concentration of racial
and ethnic minorities in the country.

Judge Southwick's record as a judge on the Mississippi State Court of Appeals
clearly demonstrates that he is an inappropriate nominee for the US Court of
Appeals for the 5th Circuit. In the case of Richmond v. Mississippi Department of
Human Services, 1998 Miss. App. LEXIS 637 (Miss. Ct. App. 1998), reversed,
745 So. 2d 254 (Miss. 1999), Judge Southwick joined a 5-4 ruling upholding the
reinstatement of a white state social worker, Bonnie Richmond. who had been
fired for referring to an African American co-worker as "a good ole nigger" at an
employment-related conference. Richmond worked for the Mississippi
Department of Human Services ("DHS"), which terminated her employment after
other employees raised concerns about her use of the racial slur. The rulling that
Southwick joined was unanimously reversed by the Supreme Court of
Mississippi.

The NAACP is further disturbed by Judge Southwick's rulings on race
discrimination in jury selection. They demonstrate a clear lack of support :for, or
even understanding of the basic the civil rights of African Americans in the
American legal system. Dozens of cases in this area reveal a pattern in which
Judge Southwick rejected the claims that the prosecution was racially motivated
in striking African American jurors while upholding claims that the defense struck
white jurors on the basis of their race. In Bumphis v. State. and appellate
colleague accused Judge Southwick of "establishing one level of obligation for
the State, and a higher one for defendants on an identical issue."




