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, 502 Hart Senate Office Building

Sen. Juan M. Pichardo A

Vies Chatsmnan Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Gordon D. Fox Dear Senator Whitehouse:
House Majority Leader
I write this letter to you today on behalf of the Rhode Island Legislator/[.eadership
%‘Zﬂ;i’:‘f’ Dlaz Caucus in order to inform you of our finn opposition to the nomination of Leslie
Southwick to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appcals.
Sen. Harold M. Metts
Chaplin We are dismayed that a judge with such a disturbing civil rights record would be
nominated to serve on such an important judicial post. The Fifth Circuit issucs
Rep. Anastasia F Williams scminal decisions in voting rights, school desegregation, employment
discrimination and the death penalty. Indeed, more may be at stake here for the

il Lopes future of civil rights than in any other circuit.

Although Rhode Island is not located within the boundaries of the fifth Circuir,
we recognize the retrogressive impact that this appointment will have on civil
rights nationwide. The Fifth Circuit has the highest percentage of minority
residents (44%) of any circuit, and Mississippi, the state seat to which Judge
Southwick has been nominated, houses the highest African American population
(36%) of any state. The Mississippi seat on the Fifth Circuit will, undoubtedly,
take part in ruling on a significant majority of this nation’s civil rights cascs.
Therefore, allowing the confirmation of Judge Southwick 1o the seat will
dramatically shape the civil rights precedents in the Fifth Circuit and beyond.

Leslie Southwick’s nomination represents an attempt to nominate another
radical candidate like Charles Pickering and Michael Wallace with hostility
toward civil rights, and the new Democratic Congress should deny this and all
such unacceptable nominations until the Fifth Circuit gets the moderate judge it
desperately needs. Judge Southwick's nomination fails 10 ameliorate the lack of
diversity in the circuit and on Mississippi’s federal bench. Moreover, his ruling
and rational in Richmond v. Mississippi Department of Human Services are nothing
short of appalling. No federal bench, whether in Mississippi or Rhode Island,
can tolerate a judge who condones the use of the term “nigger” in the workplace.
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In addition, we are deeply distressed by Judge Southwick's double standards in
the evaluation of race-bascd challenges in jury selection. His record reveals that
he applies different standards for white jurors as opposed to African-American
jurors and, as his judicial colleagucs have noted, he also applics different
standards for the defense and prosecution. As a nation, we should all be deeply
disturbed by the nomination of a judge with such a troubling record for such an
important position with a lifetime appointment.

Accordingly, we call on you, Senator Whitehouse, to oppose the nomination of
Leslie Southwick to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Respectlully yours,
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Maria Lopes, Director
Minority Affairs
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