
February 23, 2016 

 

The Honorable Ron Johnson 

328 Hart Building  

Washington, D.C. 20510  

 

Dear Senator Johnson:  

 

We the undersigned are law professors at both Marquette University Law School and the 

University of Wisconsin Law School. We write today to urge you to return your blue slip for 

Seventh Circuit nominee Donald K. Schott and seek prompt consideration of his nomination by 

the Senate Judiciary Committee and full Senate. 

 

President Obama nominated Mr. Schott on January 12 after the bipartisan Wisconsin Federal 

Nominating Commission, with commissioners appointed by both you and Senator Tammy 

Baldwin, found that he is qualified to fill this important and longstanding judicial vacancy. This 

vacancy is now the oldest on any court of appeals in the country, and we believe that further 

delay poses a serious risk to both the federal justice system in Wisconsin and the integrity of the 

judicial selection process. 

 

Mr. Schott is a partner at Quarles & Brady LLP with decades of litigation experience.  He is 

nominated to a seat that’s been empty since Judge Terence Evans took senior status six years 

ago.  In 2013, you and Senator Baldwin established a bipartisan judicial selection commission, 

and you each appointed three commissioners. Under its charter, the six-member commission was 

charged with interviewing judicial candidates, and recommending candidates approved by at 

least five of the six commissioners. The commission began work on the Seventh Circuit vacancy 

in July 2014 and the process concluded with Mr. Schott and one other candidate receiving the 

requisite five commission votes. 

 

As the commission’s approval indicates, Mr. Schott’s qualifications are unquestioned. He has 

over 30 years of litigation experience representing a variety of clients—plaintiffs and defendants, 

individuals and large corporations—in a variety of cases, including commercial disputes, 

medical malpractice, and prisoner litigation. He also has relevant appellate experience, having 

argued before the Seventh Circuit, the Ninth Circuit, and the Wisconsin Supreme Court. In 

addition to his practice, he has served in leadership positions at Quarles & Brady as the 

Managing Partner of the Madison Office, the longest-tenured member of the Executive 

Committee, and the Chair of the Firm’s Legal Personnel Committee. It is because of this 

extensive experience and demonstrated leadership that he received the rating of “unanimously 

well qualified,” the American Bar Association’s highest rating for judicial nominees. 

 

With a well-qualified nominee who has the bipartisan support of your selection commission, 

there is no justification for further delay in filling this important seat. The people of Wisconsin 

deserve full representation on the Seventh Circuit, and all those within the Seventh Circuit’s 

jurisdiction, including Illinois and Indiana, deserve access to a fully-staffed court.  We hope that 

you will return your blue slip and also that you will urge your Senate colleagues to ensure that 

this qualified nominee is confirmed. 



 

Sincerely  

The Undersigned  
 

Melissa Auchard-Scholz, Clinical Instructor, University of Wisconsin Law School Law & 

Entrepreneurship Clinic 

 

Jean C. Baker, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Steven M. Barkan, Voss-Bascom Professor of Law; Director of the Law Library, University of 

Wisconsin Law School 

 

Ralph Cagle, Clinical Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

R. Alta Charo, Warren P. Knowles Professor of Law and Bioethics, University of Wisconsin 

Law School 

 

William H. Clune, Voss-Bascom Professor of Law, Emeritus 
 

Sarah Coyne, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Patricia Cervenka, Professor of Law and Director, Marquette University Law Library 

  

Carin Clauss, Emerita Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Carolyn Edwards, Emerita Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Timothy D. Edwards, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Edward Fallone, Associate Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Craig Fieschko, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Keith A. Findley, Assistant Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School 

  

Terri Flynn, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Michael Gehl, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Jay A. Gold, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Melissa Greipp, Associate Professor of Legal Writing, Marquette University Law School 

 

Nadelle Grossman, Associate Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Michael J. Jassak, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 



Alison Julien, Professor, Legal Writing, Marquette University Law School 

 

Paul Kent, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Ramon Klitzke, Emeritus Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Jason Knutson, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Catherine La Fleur, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Vada Lindsey, Associate Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Stewart Macaulay, Professor of Law Emeritus, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Marsha Mansfield, Clinical Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Michael McChrystal, Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Judith McMullen, Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Thomas Mitchell, Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School 

  

Kristin A. Occhetti, Adjunct Associate Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Chad Oldfather, Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Timothy J. Pierce, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Brian Pierson, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Joel Rogers, Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School  

 

Andrea Schneider, Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Paul Secunda, Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

 

Leslie D. Shear, Clinical Associate Professor of Law; Director, Family Law Project, University 

of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Joseph D. Shumow, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Grant Sovern, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 

 

Carrie Sperling, Clinical Associate Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School 



Adam Stevenson, Clinical Associate Professor; Director, Oxford Federal and Federal Appeals 

Projects, University of Wisconsin Law School 

Dean Strang, Adjunct Professor, University of Wisconsin School of Law 

Timothy Trecek, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

Ralph Weber, Adjunct Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School 

June Weisberger, Professor of Law Emerita, University of Wisconsin School of Law  

Jason Yackee, Associate Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin Law School 

Cc: Senator Baldwin 

 

Please note: Organizational affiliation for all signatories is included for identification purposes 

only; individuals represent only themselves, not the institutions where they are teaching or other 

organizations in which they are active. 


