Trump’s judicial nominees:

Bad for Women

President Trump’s nominees to the federal bench threaten women’s rights to reproductive choice and to equal
opportunities in education and in the workplace. They would make it harder for women to fight harassment,
discrimination, domestic violence and sexual assault. Low-income women, women of color and LGBTQ women would
face particular hardships.

WORKPLACE DISCRIMINATION AND
HARASSMENT
At least two Trump judicial nominees, Don Willett (Fifth
Circuit) and Michael Brennan (Seventh Circuit), have
expressed doubt that the “glass ceiling” exists for women
workers.
Don Willett (Fifth Circuit), while on the Texas Supreme Court,
chose to limit the amount of compensation that a victim of
workplace sexual harassment and assault can collect from
her employer.
Thomas Farr (Eastern District of North Carolina) supported a
North Carolina bill that prevented women who were
discriminated against, or who were victims of workplace
sexual harassment, from filing a lawsuit in state court, calling
it a “better policy for the state.”
Kurt Engelhardt (Fifth Circuit) has a troubling record
with regard to sexual harassment claims, often going out
of his way to rule that allegations do not rise to the level of
objectively hostile conduct and to keep cases from even
being heard by a jury.

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
Kyle Duncan (Fifth Circuit) represented Hobby Lobby in its
efforts to avoid providing contraceptive coverage to over
13,000 employees as required by the Affordable Care Act.
John Bush (Sixth Circuit) likened abortion to slavery:
“[t]he two greatest tragedies in our country—slavery and
abortion—relied on similar reasoning and activist justices at
the U.S. Supreme Court, first in the Dred Scott decision,
and later in Roe.”
L. Steven Grasz (Eighth Circuit) As Chief Deputy Attorney
General of Nebraska, defended laws banning abortion
procedures as well as laws prohibiting the use of public
funds for state grants to organizations providing abortionrelated services. His office fought the federal mandate
requiring public financing for abortions for low-income
victims of rape and incest.
Mark Norris (Western District of Tennessee) co-sponsored
a resolution in Tennessee that would ban abortion even if
necessary to protect the mother’s life or in cases of rape or
incest.

Stephen Schwartz (Court of Federal Claims) filed a brief in
Hobby Lobby opposing the contraceptive mandate, which
was also strongly opposed by Matthew Kacsmaryk
Damien Schiff (Court of Federal Claims) sued to prevent Title (Northern District of Texas).
IX from being applied to high school students. If he had been
successful, millions of girls across the country would have
had far fewer educational opportunities. His lawsuit was
dismissed.
David Stras (Eighth Circuit) dissented from a Minnesota
Supreme Court decision that made it easier to hold rapists
Kevin Newsom (Eleventh Circuit) argued that a high school
accountable.
girls’ basketball coach, who was fired for complaining that
the school treated the girls’ team worse than the boys’ team,
Michael Brennan (Seventh Circuit) applauded the Supreme
could not bring a lawsuit for retaliation under Title IX. The
Court’s decision in United States v. Morrison, which struck
Supreme Court disagreed and ruled in favor of the
down key parts of the Violence Against Women Act.
basketball coach.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EDUCATION

VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT

John Bush (Sixth Circuit) opposed women’s admission into
the Virginia Military Academy (VMI). He wrote that the militarystyle education of VMI “does not appear to be compatible
with the somewhat different developmental needs of most
young women.” The Supreme Court disagreed.

