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CORY WILSON the 
ht!>tl 

Ensuring the integrity of the vote 
I pent m) ~umn'IC'T reptc'!Cnt-

m d\Jlle r- m 11 ~ ofek:l; 
11un 1.\1111e.t, I ha H.: wntttti liclnre 
about some- o( "hat \I.\' pn1\'l.'d 
Nuw !.OffiC 1Jeas fir Cu\Unns 
m1ep11; of r.he \TIIC 

(Joe come I an'&' in the 
Repulil can pnnlar) electmn for a 
GullportC'1r\ C ouocd ~ 1~. 
the, !'AO c.mda were ~1watcJ 
h) 1 ly 1\\1-i ,ot~. Olli of I 2J! 
C<N Jhe \. ~IOt ol die m-.ult ccn• 
lcred on q\lQlKJl1, )WTI)Uflding I.he 
31."t.-in.) of lhe machine count. 

Duri I our pl)~-al eum1na­
t10n ut the h.lllul\ IGulfport and 
Ham1,nn Coom) UM: prcc 1111: I 
~"311llm ~ C\Cf}' \ciet" Climpkte-. 
ii Mll:r twtot,. ow- hand cuunt 
re\itJ!ed a 61(>.616 uc Gulfp<:n\ 
Republm MU1UC1pal Excl.Ul\'e 
C orruruact af1cr heanng ooth can 
dtd.'ttb pt'l\ll1oni.. nonedlcle\.s 
decided 10 let lhe machff !ally 
\lllOO 

The) decJded nol lO reopen the 
lx!Jkl( ho~ 10 oounr die voces for 
lhc~lve. 13)' law, the coomnr 
lee was W1lhin lb dilm1Joo BUI 
my clierx \ ool) dlllk."C Win 10 go 
lO cuun. b another moolh or 
ll'IOO: of dr,umng ht1ga1JOn, or le( 
die "-'lllk und For lhe pi of 
die cay. he cine die laaa. 

The ocher IWO COllC&IS WOiie io 
a DelOOCl:lic pnm:iry election fur 
8 CMfOl1 AJderman seat. ad ID 
the Ml)'(l''s nll.'t III Hlllie:.Qq. 

Cay Mson's oounn 
p.detjadllatWNkWIIII 
., old CXlbM 1111t Yt111 

~'thl 
iw.sont.•• 

1lKN.• 1.a<,e, oolh "'enl to blal IO 
Jul} Whtie Gullport\ Repuhl11:an 
pnmary ,,.1 Ju,1 nvor<lose. Can­
ton' and lla1t1e,hurg\ d1.'(·tmn, 
"'ere 1101 only do-.c hut aho 
manai by -.cm'll1' • 111~gul.1111.k-l," 
(th.:it h ,~hat I.he coun (:,t-.e, ~-a1111; 
"\ole hnuJ'' i:ould ,II',() .1ppl> l 

In aJI lhl'I..,: l-:1<.N, the 1111egnt} 
111 1)1Jr eloc11nn pnll'\!~, "'a~ on tr1-
,tl In I.he tY.o wun lJ..-.C~. lhe 
wurh orlkred ne\\ ded1on.., 
l:'ll.-cau~ or the !ltnou., dep;U1urc, 
fmm ~'""'"ipp1, elcctton laY.,. 

'Thosl• elcctKlll law, are al lc-.1.,1 
pJrtly to blame. They Bil! (lUWill• 
ed. con1u,111g. and i.uh,1t1.:t Ill 
ahulie 

M1,'\1 ~•ppt \ election code W'tl'I 

l,11gel) wnnen when ~pie 
marked paper balloL'> and !c.hd 
du;e hllllob inlu a hulkit box. 
Tcchnolog)', mcluchng cll!l.'IJ'ruuc 
votins mach1~. vuung h) email 
18' Ma ~pp1's soldffi. sailors 
and airmen can do). and a 
~~database. baa OUI· 
paced the govemang law. 

As a rewk. election officials 
M\'C often had lO adapt y, hat the 
lav. \a}'li lO hov. voting actually 
wooo.. The ~bare ioconr.as.tcnt 
and in:lcar IO the folh who have 
to run elections in 1\:111 tune, as , 'Ot • 
en w.ut m hne. 

Our code IS a Mdgepodgc of 
plO\'JiPl.'I from a wne when Mb­
ll&ippi had only one party. and the 
Democratic pnmary derennined 
lbeWIDB Tbalf.llit)'hasc.iw­
Jy c:banpd. bul 1be law has not 

kqi,e' elec.1ioa COllb1 pooea 
all is i1llioall al R.'Cftl'11 m. 
1-• ._. ~ b 
llillln .__ CIJIMIII (4ried ~--= 

clect1un conte,L, ttncd before a 
JUI}). \.1.any qu1Nion, arc left 
unan,Y.eretl. and dk: <.'Oun ~ 
are irn:onw,t.ent. 

M1,,i,,1ppi ~ 110 l'l'COUflt pro­
v1,1nn If Y.e did, the Gulfport wn-
1.e,1 might hme e11Jed differently. 
without pl.ii:mg ,u,h heav> burden 
on the \.-and1date,. Bec.1use '"'e 
don't haw recount,. the only \\il) 

lli \COi) occur-ate 1'C'lults i, through 
a 1.0lllt:'>t 

1'herc are 1wo ~h of code -.ec­
tiom dealing\\ 1th absent.ce b.lllo~. 
"h1ch ma) he the hi~e,t ',()U[t't 
ot abuse and fraud. Tile code .-.ec­
tiorn. do not al>wa)s mesh with 
each ot~. The Supreme Court 
ha, repe.11cdly called our abo.entee 
ballot !-.\',tern "!lawed." 

l.1keWllie, the logistics of 
prepanng ballot,. safeguarding 
ballol box~. and handling p11ptt 
ballot (like absentee, affad.i,·it. 
and emergency ballOb) are often 
burdemome to election offkial-.. 
and ~Y to the counlie, lha1 foot 
the bill. Illegal votes are coun~ 
, alid vote.'> arc not 

Most votcn. never see this llide 
of tht: clcl110n proc-ess. But it i.s 
important. Indeed,~ the Supreme 
Court has Wild. the .. imegrity of our 
go,cmment can be no gJC8ICr Jhan 
lhe IOlcgnty of cle.ctions which put 
our rovernment officials m 
oftke." 

Ma IS5lppl's new voter ID law 
will heJp, a.wanmg Jhc Obama 
Mtioe 0cpanment will Slop suing 
long enough fur US to implemmt It. 
'fhin IR ~ d1inp that could 
betp,too: 
~ 1he numbc2- of lblcn-

- bllbs IQ)' one penon an wit­
llCIII GI' DallriZe; 

~ v«er IISIStlncc 
See WILSON, page A7 
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Missi&SiPPi' cledion code. 
eo111wn h .. is drafting now. 

be bard ID get a~ 
law approved by 

fancy -Ill 




